
By 1952, the United States develops and tests the first hydrogen bomb and the Soviets soon followed. Meanwhile, American children watched as bomb shelters were dug in their backyards and learned in school to "duck and cover" should nuclear bombs fall in their neighborhoods. President Eisenhower was concerned with how many missiles the Soviets had, and the "missile gap" (the difference in the number of missiles that the U.S. and U.S.S.R. had.) He didn’t want the U.S. to fall behind in the arms race and appear weak. U.S. reconnaissance (spy) planes, called U-2s, secretly flew over the U.S.S.R., looking for evidence of missiles. Soviet engineers, meanwhile, had been busy testing the world's first intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) in May 1957. 

With Cold War tensions heightening at the start of the 1960s, the superpowers were drawn into an escalating (increasing) arms race. The safety of the world depends on the principle of "mutually assured destruction."  This idea stated that if one side launched a nuclear bomb, then the other side would instantly retaliate and both sides would be destroyed. In theory, MAD insured that neither side would benefit from attacking the other. For this plan to succeed at preventing a nuclear war, each side needed to be able to retaliate with equal force, even if one had just suffered a surprise attack. Submarines now played a crucial role as hidden and mobile launch platforms for nuclear missiles. In 1962, the U.S. deployed the Minuteman ICMB launcher into space. Each missile it carried had a nuclear warhead and was capable of instant response. 

By 1969, the superpowers were, between them, spending more than $50 million a day on nuclear weapons. It was a burden both sides found too costly, and it led to negotiations known as SALT, the Strategic Arms Limitation Talks. SALT dragged on until 1972, when U.S. President Nixon went to Moscow to sign the arms agreements with Soviet Premier Brezhnev. The two sides could not come to a lasting agreement and unfortunately bomb preparations for global nuclear war continued.

What was the “missile gap” and why do you think that it was a concern of President Eisenhower?

The MAD principle actually helped to insure that neither side would launch a nuclear attack. Why?

What was the goal of SALT II?  Did it have the lasting effect desired?
Spy Games - The great spy game began even before the Cold War. The KGB (Russian Intelligence Agency like the American CIA) had several sources inside the Manhattan Project, where scientists worked in secrecy to develop America's first atomic bomb during WWII. The Russian “atom” spies had saved the Soviet Union perhaps two years of research. In 1949, the Soviets exploded their first atom bomb. 

The Soviets had infiltrated (broken into) the very heart of Western intelligence (top secret information) by the 1940s. Attempts to spy on the Soviet Union initially failed. However, in Berlin, the West thought it had finally outdone Soviet Intelligence. The CIA dug a long tunnel under the Soviet part of the city to tap telephone cables, but from the start, the operation was betrayed to the KGB by a double-agent. For months, the Berlin spy tunnel operated, but heavy rain one night in 1956 caused a cable failure, giving the KGB an excuse to expose the tunnel and turn the West's spying activities into a Soviet propaganda victory. In East Germany, the secret police, or Stasi, kept tabs and files on ordinary citizens. People would be arrested and interrogated without proof of any wrong-doing. Citizens were encouraged to report the “suspicious” activities of their neighbors and relatives to the Stasi. For instance, listening to western radio was illegal and could be reported to the Stasi as an action against the Communist Party. The security efforts of the secret police fueled distrust throughout society. 

    
   A famous spy is, by definition, a failure, because the goal of a spy is to be anonymous. These weapons are two of the many sophisticated and deadly inventions that emerged from the covert and dangerous Soviet-U.S. spy game. A cigarette case provided an excellent cover for this gun. The device fired hollow-point bullets filled with poison through the false cigarettes at the opening of the case. The silenced assassination gun was created to be concealed in a folded newspaper. The silencing effect was heightened by the fact that it was designed to be fired while pressed against the victim's body.                                               
By the 1980s, the CIA had penetrated the Kremlin (the Soviet version of the White House) by carefully establishing agents within Soviet spy and defense circles. The CIA was alarmed when in the mid-1980s some of those secret agents disappeared, including a Soviet military intelligence officer who had provided information to the U.S. since 1962. By 1991, CIA investigators suspected a mole, a traitor, in their ranks. 

The hunt for the traitor took three years, eventually focusing in on CIA counterintelligence officer Aldrich Ames. The FBI filmed him secretly and agents staked out his house and tapped his phones.  On February 21, 1994, nearly five years after the fall of the Berlin Wall, Ames was arrested for spying, along with his wife, Rosario, after years of high living as double-agents. During his nearly nine years as a double-agent, Ames was paid $2.7 million by the KGB. He identified 25 CIA secret agents in the Soviet Union, 10 of whom were executed. Ames is now serving a life sentence without parole. One of the last Cold War-era spies arrested, Ames may have done more damage than any other turncoat (traitor) in CIA history. And he did it for money.

What was the Stasi? Why did the Stasi create distrust among people in East Germany?

What conclusions can you draw about the life of a Cold War spy? (Use your imagination!)

Who is Aldrich Ames and what did he do? 
Arms Race - As the Cold War intensified through the 1950s, pressure on the CIA  (Central Intelligence Agency) increased. The West was desperate for detail about the size and strength of Soviet military forces. It was the Soviet missile force that worried the CIA most -- and about which it knew the least. From 1956, American technical superiority started providing answers. 




















