The Dust Bowl
The effects of the Great Depression were heart-breaking.  In 1932, for example, not a single person was employed in 28% of the families in the United States.  Widespread unemployment contributed greatly to the steep 40% fall in average family income in the four years of 1929-1933.  In 199 nearly 13 million workers, about 25% of the U.S. total, had no jobs.

Rates of unemployment, though, were far from uniform across the country.  Some states – with industries such as radio and airplane production – were relatively well off, so that at one point, in 1934, there was a 33% difference between the highest and lowest state employment rates.

This disparity in unemployment rates started people moving all over the country.  At the beginning, many unemployed city dwellers moved to the countryside, hoping that famers were better off economically than cities.  But soon agriculture suffered just as much as other businesses, especially during the Dust Bowl drought that began in 1933.  The Dust Bowl, also known as the “Dirty Thirties,” was a period of severe dust storms caused by massive droughts across the Great Plains.  Tens of thousands of families in the hardest-hit states – North Dakota, South Dakota, Nebraska, Kansas, Colorado, Oklahoma, and Texas – put everything they owned in cars and trucks and left home for California.  (By 1936, some areas were ghostlike, with more than half of the houses abandoned.)  Bu the end of the decade, all of the hardest-hit states except for Colorado and Texas had experienced population declines, even though the U.S. population grew by 9 million people during the decade.
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Directions:  Using the various sources (maps, charts, photographs, text, etc.) provided on this worksheet, answer the following questions in COMPLETE SENTENCES on a SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER.

1. What was the overall unemployment rate in the United States by 1933?

2. What was the Dust Bowl?

3. Which four states were hit the hardest by the Dust Bowl?

4. Where was the main destination of the migrates fleeing the Dust Bowl?  Why might they have chosen this location?

5. Which two states affected by the Dust Bowl did not experience a decline in population?
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6. Describe what you see in this photograph (think about what we watched in the video clip).

7. What is a dust storm?  Where do you think they most commonly occur in the United States?  

8. What caused it during the 1930s on the Great Plains?

9. What would you do if you saw this just about to reach your house?
	Price of wheat per bushel
	1910
	1917
	1929
	1931
	1933

	
	$0.91
	$2.06
	$0.99
	$0.34
	$0.71

	Number of tractors in southwestern Kansas
	1915
	1920
	1925
	1930
	1933

	
	286
	1,333
	3,501
	9,727
	11,655

	Percent of land in wheat in southwestern Kansas
	1915
	1920
	1925
	1931
	

	
	9.9%
	13.6%
	17.8%
	38%
	


10. Describe the trends in…

Wheat Production
Tractor farming
Wheat planting
11.  How do the three correlate?

12.  How might the chart above show one of the man-made causes of the economic troubles for farmers in the “Dust Bowl” area?
	Haskell County, KS
	1930
	1931
	1932
	1933
	1934
	1935
	1936

	Inches in precipitation
	24.3
	12.5
	16.5
	11.2
	11.0
	12.0
	12.8

	Acres of winter wheat harvested
	171,280
	181,525
	47,522
	17,900
	78,977
	47,390
	34,215

	Yield in bushels
	1,712,800
	3,448,975
	332,864
	89,500
	394,985
	189,560
	171,075

	Market value of wheat
	$1,061,936
	$1,034,693
	$99,859
	$71,600
	$343, 637
	$181,978
	$181,340

	Total farm income
	$1,411,028
	$1,279,355
	$330,436
	$420,105
	$513,390
	$549,757
	$421,244


13. Rainfall in 1930 was about average.  How would you describe the succeeding years?

14.  Describe the effects you would expect in an agricultural region.
15. Analyze the statistics about the harvest of 1931.
16. Contrast the statistics for 1930 with those for 1936.
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	Title of Picture: “Migrant Mother” – She had seven children with her.
Taken by : Dorothea Lange

17. Who was Dorothea Lange?

18. Describe the back story to this photograph described in the video clip.

19. What emotions does this picture convey?

20.  Based on this picture and the title, what do you think were social and demographic aspects of the Dust Bowl?




