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The End of World War II

Battle of the Bulge

· _______________________, 1944 near Antwerp, Belgium

· Hitler was facing a two front war, so he decided to rapidly attack the __________________ _________________________ 

· German troops managed to break through weak allied defenses in the _______________________ (a mountainous region in France and Belgium)

· General Eisenhower ordered General __________________________ to rescue the trapped men and Patton arrived three days later with fresh men and supplies

· __________________________ __________, 1944 ( German troops were out of supplies and greatly _________________________
· Allied troops were eventually able to force ___________________________ troops back

· Fighting continued for three weeks, but it now considered to be an ________________ _______________________________
War Ends in Europe

· _______________________________ and British troops pushed the Germans back in the West and ________________________ troops pushed Germans back in the East

· By February, 1945, American troops were all the way to the _________________ ______________________ and crossed the river on March 7

· April 16, 1945 ( Soviet troops broke through German defenses in ___________________
· April 30, 1945 ( _____________________ found dead in his bunker of an apparent ____________________
· May 8, 1945 ( End of the war in __________________________ – Victory in Europe Day (V-E Day)

Change in Leadership

· On April 12, 1945, President Roosevelt died of a __________________ with on vacation

· Vice President _____________________ ______ ________________________ takes over as president

· “Boys, if you ever pray, pray for me now… When they told me yesterday what happened, I felt like the moon, the stars, and all the planets had fallen on me” – Truman

· Truman was forced with making the major _________________________ ____________________________ on how to end the war in Asia

Battle of Iwo Jima

· November 24, 1944 ( bombing of __________________________ Japan began

· Bombing was ___________________________, so a new plan had to be made

· ____________ ___________________ is a small volcanic island off the coast of Japan

· ________________________ _________, 1945 ( 60,000 Marines invaded Iwo Jima and successfully took the island from Japan

Firebombing Japan

· General Curtis ______________________ ordered the dropping of bombs filled with __________________ (jellied gasoline)

· Even if a target was missed, ____________________ would spread out with the napalm

· March 9, 1945 ( firebombs were dropped on ___________________
· Killed 80,000 people and destroyed 250,000 ________________________
Invasion of Okinawa

· Only ____________ miles off the coast of mainland Japan

· US troops ____________________________ the island on April 1, 1945

· By June, ________________________ American soldiers had died and Japan lost 100,000 soldiers and 100,000 ____________________________
· Island was taken by __________ ________, ______________
Terms for Surrender

· Japanese ____________________________ began to urge the military to find a way to end the war

· However, the Americans demanded _____________________________ ______________________________
· Japan wanted to keep their emperor in ______________________, but many Americans blamed him for starting the war

The Manhattan Project

· In 1939, ___________ __________________________, a leading physicist, discovered that Germans had split the _________________________ atom

· Szilard, along with _________________________, sent a letter to Roosevelt warning of the dangers of this power

· Roosevelt set up a ________________________________ to study the issue

· Eventually, the committee decided to begin work on an ________________ ____________
· ______________________________ ________________________ ( code name for the plan headed by General Leslie R. Groves

· Groves organized a group of scientists, led by J. Robert ____________________________, to conduct tests in ____________ __________________________
· July 16, 1945 ( successfully _____________________ the first atomic bomb

Hiroshima and Nagasaki

· Admiral _________________________ _______________ opposed the use of the bomb because it would kill civilians indiscriminately

· President ___________________________ believed that as a military weapon, the bomb must be used to save American lives

· August 6, 1945 ( the Enola Gay dropped “___________________ _____________” on ________________________
· Bomb destroyed 63% of the city

· Between 80,000 and 120,000 were killed instantly and thousands more died of ________________________ __________________________________
· Soviets declared war on Japan, as promised at the _____________ ______________________
· August 9, 1945 ( US bombers dropped “___________ _________________” on ___________________________ killing between 34,000 and 72,000 people

· Japan’s emperor ordered the __________________________ of the troops on August 15, 1945 – _____________________ in ____________________ Day (V-J Day)

Creating the United Nations

· Roosevelt felt that a new international organization could ________________________ another world war

· 1944 ( delegates from 39 different nations met to discuss the new organization called the ________________________ _____________________________
· Delegates agreed that the UN would have a general assembly where every member nation has ____________ _____________________
· General Assembly was given power to vote on the UN’s ____________________, choose the non-permanent members of the Security Council, and vote on _____________________________
· Security Council ( 11 members with five _______________________________ ___________________________ (France, _________, Britain, ___________________ and Soviet Union)

· Security Council was responsible for ______________________________ _____________________________ and propose possible settlements

· April 25, 1945 ( representatives from 50 nations designed a ___________________ (constitution)

· UN created a Commission on _____________________ __________________and chose Eleanor Roosevelt as the chair

· Drafted the _________________________ ________________________ of Human Rights in 1948

· Lists 39 rights that are said to be universally applicable to all _________________ __________________________ in all societies

Putting the Enemy on Trial

· August, 1945 ( US, France, Soviet Union, and Britain created the _________________________ _______________________ _______________________ (IMT) to hold trials in Nuremberg, Germany

· 22 leaders of ________________ __________________________ were prosecuted in at the _____________________________ ________________________
· Three were ____________________________, seven were given prison sentences, and twelve were sentenced to death

· Trials for __________ ______________________ officials and military officers continued until April 1949

· Trials were also held in the __________ ___________________
· 25 Japanese leaders were charged with ____________ _______________________
· Allies did not indict the Japanese _________________________
· _________ Japanese defendants were sentenced to ________________________ and 7 were sentenced to _________________________
· “The wrongs we seek to ___________________________ and punish have been so calculated, so malignant and so devastating, that civilization cannot tolerate their being ignored because it cannot survive their being ________________________” – Robert Jackson, chief counsel for the US at the Nuremberg Trials

