Great Depression Stations Activity

Directions: The Great Depression was an era of changing values and lifestyles from those seen during the 1920s.  You are to rotate through all of the stations covering topics on life during the Great Depression.  There can be no more than two people at a station at a time.  At each station, answer the coordinating questions on this worksheet.  Make sure you answer all questions in COMPLETE SENTENCES.
Station A: Struggling to Get By:


1. What types of aid were available to the poor during the 1930s?
2. Describe the use of irony in the photograph of the breadline.
3. What was a Hooverville?  Why might people have blamed Hoover for causing the economic crisis?
4. Describe what you see in the picture of the Hooverville.  

5. Who were hobos?

Station B: The Dust Bowl
1. What caused the Dust Bowl?

2. Looking at the photograph of the dust storm, explain why many people would chose to leave the Dust Bowl instead of trying to stick it out.

3. Where did people believe they could find a better life?

4. Who were the Okies?

5. Describe the emotion displayed in the photograph of the Okies.

Station C: Hollywood

1. Name at least TWO popular stars from the 1930s.

2. What was important about the film, King Kong?

3. Who was Hattie McDaniel?  What is she famous for accomplishing?
4. Watch the scene from the Wizard of Oz.  Why would people from the 1930s be so impressed by this scene?
Station D: On the Air

1. How many people tuned into the radio everyday?

2. What types of programs on the radio were popular?

3. How did Soap Operas get their name?
4. Listen to first five minutes of War of the Worlds.  Why might people have thought it was a real news broadcast in 1938?

Station E: Literature

1. Who was John Steinbeck?

2. Describe the story of the Grapes of Wrath.
3. Chose a quote from the Grapes of Wrath.  Analyze its literary significance.
4. What techniques did William Faulkner develop?
5. Look at the cover of the first issue of Superman.  Describe his costume and the action taking place.

6. Why was the Great Depression the perfect time for the introduction of Superman.
Station F: Art

1. What new technology did photographers have in the 1930s?

2. Who was Henry Luce?
3. Describe the emotion in the photograph, California at Last, by Dorothea Lange.
4. What types of ideas were emphasized in the regionalist school?

5. Describe the painting, American Gothic.  Is it a positive or negative portrayal of rural America?  Why?

