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The Era of Modern Presidents

Ronald Reagan

· ___________________________ candidate, beat Carter in the 1980 election

· Former ______________________ and ________________________________ of California

· _____________________________ President elected (69 yrs old)

· 2 months after his inauguration _____________________________ attempt by John Hinckley Jr.

· Gained __________________________ from the public

Reagonomics

· Tax cuts and budget deficits – ____________________-_____________ _________________________ (REAGONOMICS) – ____________________ ___________ and reduced government spending would lead to increased production, jobs, and prosperity, contrasted to ___________________________ economics
· By mid-1980s, Reagan’s _____________ ________________ and large increases in military spending created huge federal __________________________ – debtor nation

· Impact of Reaganomics – reduced restrictions on ______________-_____________________ economy, more money to higher income Americans, and money was cut from __________________ ___________________________
Defense Buildup

· Money spent on new __________________________ systems and expanded navy

· SDI (Strategic Defense Initiative) – “_________________ __________________” – high-tech lasers to destroy ______________________ ________________________ – critics argued would escalate arms race

· _______________________ ________________________ almost doubled

New Disarmament Treaties

· Gorbachev and _____________________________ (1985) – openness – to move toward political freedom for Soviet citizens

· ________________________________ – introduced some free-market practices to Soviet Union

· 1987 – Reagan and Gorbachev removed and __________________________ all intermediate range missiles

· 1988 – removed troops from ___________________________
· End of ________________ _________________ at hand

Foreign Crises: Central America

· Central America – Reagan supported “friendly” ____________________ ______________ dictators to keep out Communists, aid went to “__________________” rebels in Nicaragua who failed to oust Sandinista regime/ Congress blocked further aid

· ___________________________ – marines helped prevent Communist military base on this island

· ________________-_________________ Affair – secret deal made – sold ___________________________ to Iran and in return used money to fund Contras – proposed by _______________________ _____________________ – Reagan denied knowledge

Middle East

· Problems in _____________________________ – troops were used to prevent the Palestinian Liberation Organization (_____________) from invading __________________
· US soldiers were killed by ______________________ _______________________
Reagan appointed first female on the Supreme Court
- ____________________ __________ __________________________
George H. Bush (1989 – 1993)
Foreign crises – _____________________ _____________
· President Bush and the End of the Cold War – 1990 – 1991 – breakup of the _______________ ____________________ – _____________________ AND START II  - reduced nuclear weapons

· Persian Gulf War – 1990 – Iraq’s dictator, _____________________ __________________ invaded oil-rich Kuwait and threatened Western oil sources in Saudi Arabia 

· 1991 – __________________________ _______________________ led by US General ____________________________ – air strikes followed by 100 hours of fighting on ground - _____________________________
Bush and Domestic Issues

· Domestic problems – promised _________ ___________ ______________, guess what?

· “____________________ _________ _________________…”

· Nomination of __________________________ ______________________ controversy – Anita Hill and sexual harassment

· Americans with _________________________________ Act (ADA)(1990)

· 27th Amendment passed – ___________________________ could not raise their own _____________________ until next session

Bill Clinton – 1993 - 2001

· First member of _________________-__________________ generation to be nominated

· He and his wife __________________________ failed to get universal health coverage plan passed

· Family and _____________________ _________________ Act passed and Motor Voter law

· _____________________ ___________________________ Bill passed

· _____________________ – free trade zone with Canada and Mexico

· _____________________________ _________________ increased to $5.15 in 1997

Clinton’s Foreign Policy

· Foreign policy criticized for dealings with civil wars in _____________________, Rwanda, and _________________________________, however also supported developments around the world at time like North Korea abandoning nuclear weapons program, Mandela and S Africa, aid to ___________________________, and diplomatic relations with Vietnam

Clinton’s impeachment

· __________________________ and Impeachment – “ I did not have sexual relations with that woman”

· ___________________________________ charge – The two charges passed in the House (largely on the basis of Republican support but with a handful of Democratic votes as well) were for ________________________ and obstruction of justice. The perjury charge arose from Clinton's testimony about his relationship to Monica Lewinsky during a sexual harassment lawsuit (later dismissed, appealed and settled for $850,000brought by former Arkansas-state employee Paula Jones. The ____________________________ charge was based on his actions during the subsequent investigation of that testimony. 

· The Senate later voted to acquit Clinton on both charges.

Society

· Old and New urban problems 

· ___________________________ immigrants – fastest growing ethnic minority by 1980s, strong dedication, many went to college, some faced Japan-bashing

· ___________________________ immigrants – low-paying agricultural jobs, exploited, boycotts by ____________________ ____________________________ gained collective bargaining rights for farm workers, bilingual education, growing number elected to office in 80s and 90s

· Rise in _______________________ _________________________________
George W. Bush

· Election of 2000 ________________ vs. _________ ____________________ – controversial election – 

·  Bush narrowly won the November 7 election, with ________________ electoral votes to Gore's 266. The election featured a controversy over who won Florida's 25 electoral votes (and thus the presidency), the _______________________ ______________________ in that state, and the unusual fact that the losing candidate had received more votes than the winner. 

· _____________
· _______________ __________________
